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Natura 2000 in Wallonia

Walloon BNIP team

IP Plateform Meeting 2019

Brussels, october 16 2019
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Nature and biodiversity : regional competences

Belgium : 1 Federal State, 3 Regions, 3 Communities

Institutional framework
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Public Service of Wallonia
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Walloon institutional framework
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Agriculture
Natural Resources
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DG03 – Agriculture, Natural Resources, Environment
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Habitats directive 

1992

Birds directive

1979

Special Protection Areas 

(SPAs)

Annexe I : Birds

Annexe I :

Habitats

Annexe II :

Species

National 

list of 

potential

sites

List of Site of 

Community

Importance

Special Areas of 

Conservation 

(SACs)

Natura 2000

network

The network creation process
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NATURA 2000 : 

Implementation strategy in Wallonia

Network selection

Habitats and species location

Management units and rules

Network Dynamic
Conservation objectives

Identifying biodiversity
issues

Mapping and inventories

Regulatory approach

Voluntary process
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Sites management
Control

Monitoring
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NATURA 2000 in wallonia

➢ 2 biogeographical regions ( ATL et CONT)
➢ 41 Habitats of CI, 10 priority
➢ 69 sp of the Habitats Directive
➢ 65 sp of the Birds Directive
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➢ 240 sites

➢ 2 200 km²
➢ 13% of the territory
➢ +200 000 cadastral 

parcels
➢ +60 000 owners
➢ +/- 4 000 farmers

99.5 % overlap (only one SPA) 
→ Natura 2000 site

NATURA 2000 in wallonia
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General prevention Specific (MUs)

3 protection levels :  
Banning
Authorisation
Notification

Protection via legal acts

Legal framework (regulatory approach) 
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Nature & N2000 management
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• N2000 site management plans:

‒ Focus on N2000 sites

‒ Cover N2000 Network

• Action plans :

‒ Focus on 31 species & Habitats

‒ Cover Walloon region

‒ In & out N2000

➢ 2 complementary tools :

➢ Restoration/management : RDP, Life, AECS, 

walloon & private funding
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• Fiscal advantages
➢ Exemption from property tax

➢ Suppression of inheritance rights

➢ Suppression of donation rights

• Allowances/Compensations
➢ Agriculture (permanent grasslands) : 100, 440 or 1000 €/ha/year

➢ Forest (hardwood forests) : 40 €/ha/year
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Financial support and other benefits
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Private owners

Producers

Nature conservation 

associations    

Public owners (WPS, 

municipalities, )

Natura 2000 Forum
NTF, IEW, FWA, UVCW

Natura 2000 

Commitees

Public 

consultation

Regional Ministry in charge of Agriculture,

Nature, Forest, Rurality, Tourism and Heritage

NatagriWal: Interface for contact, negotiating, 

communication, awareness raising:

Universities

Specific scientific

support

NATURA 2000 : Partnership overview

DNF

DEMNA

DRCE

DAgri

DGARNE

DPC
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Natagriwal

• Management guides

• Compensation guides

• Annuaire 

• N2000 site presentation fiche
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Bérinzenne

• Brochures

• Plaquette d’entrée en site 

Natura 2000

• Fiches promenade

Web sites

• natura2000.wallonie.be

• natagriwal.be

• life-bnip.be

• WalOnMap

NATURA 2000 in wallonia : Communication tools

http://natura2000.wallonie.be/
http://natura2000.wallonie.be/
http://natura2000.wallonie.be/
http://natura2000.wallonie.be/
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0-PqczujZAhWM-qQKHfqfAqoQjRwIBg&url=http://www.reseau-pwdr.be/content/natagriwal-asbl-engage&psig=AOvVaw3OjhrpWWuNHZLys16PtNUu&ust=1521006851146898
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilrdezzujZAhWM_KQKHVNLAS0QjRwIBg&url=http://www.crie.be/wakka.php?wiki=CrieDeSpa&psig=AOvVaw0tgqWpi38VJM8v4dKxHYws&ust=1521006901742494
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Synthesis… 

• Site designation acts

• Legal conservation objectives & mesaures

• Voluntary approach on restauration & management

Natura 2000 network in walloon region , 3 pilars:

Goal: 

→ good conservation status for N2000 species and habitats
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